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TRENDS

Severe crashes have been trending downward over the past decade;
although Somerville experienced several fatal crashes in 2019 and 2020
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TRENDS

Severe crashes in Somerville tend to be concentrated
on a network of high-volume City streets and multi-lane state highways

State Roads (on High Crash Network)

City Streets (on High Crash Network)



COVID-19

Reported crashes in Somerville appear lower in 2020;
the difference is more pronounced during COVID-19 shutdown
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Our recent projects have helped reduce speeding,
advancing Somerville’s Vision Zero framework for eliminating severe crashes
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POLICY

Somerville has reduced speed limits citywide;
and 20mph speed limits are being created for all residential neighborhoods
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Walking & Rolling
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TRENDS

Somerville has an annual program to count people walking & rolling
and the data from 40 count locations indicate a modest decade-long increase
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TRENDS

Somerville experiences roughly 35 pedestrian crashes annually
although we experienced more than 50 such crashes in 2019
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TRENDS

The City’s sidewalk reconstruction program improves accessibility;
since 2014  we have upgraded more than 17 miles of sidewalk citywide
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Constructed bumpouts have changed turning geometry at crosswalks,
reducing the speed of turning vehicles and shortening pedestrian crossings

PROJECTS

B eacon at  

O x ford

2 019

C edar at  

M orris on

2 018

B roadway at  

F enwick

2 019

M unroe at  

Pros pect  H ill

Powder H ous e 

at  N ort h
Sycamore at  

M edford

2 02 0 2 019 2 02 0

C ollege at  

D earborn

2 018

Somerv ille at  

W ebs t er

2 017



Quick-build bumpouts are used to accelerate change,
offering pedestrian safety benefits while construction projects are planned
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KEY PERFORMANCE INDICATORS

Motor Vehicle Traffic
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TRENDS

Historic traffic counts at key Somerville intersections
indicate a general downward trend
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TRENDS

Ride-hailing in Somerville generates motor vehicle traffic,
adding the equivalent of 10,000 vehicles to our streets each weekday
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COVID-19

Regional traffic on Interstate 93 dropped to 50% of typical in March
but volumes rebounded to 90% of typical from early August on
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PROJECTS

Somerville’s recent projects have helped reduce daily traffic
advancing our Vision Zero and Climate Forward frameworks
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KEY PERFORMANCE INDICATORS

Bus Transit
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TRENDS

Historic ridership on Somerville’s 14 MBTA bus routes varies
but several routes mirror national trends of flat or declining ridership
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COVID-19

Bus ridership during the COVID-19 emergency decreased sharply
but several Somerville routes have shown durable ridership
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PROJECTS

Investments like Somerville’s Broadway bus priority project 

attract new ridership on the MBTA system
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KEY PERFORMANCE INDICATORS

Bicycling
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TRENDS

Somerville has an annual program to count people biking citywide
and the data from 40 count stations indicate a decade-long increase
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TRENDS

Somerville experiences roughly 45 bicycle crashes annually
although we experienced more than 55 such crashes in 2019
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COVID-19

Somerville’s bikeshare utilization doubled between 2018-2019
and 2020 ridership pre-COVID was on pace to double again
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POLICY

Somerville has expanded our bike network;
growth is focused on protected bike facilities to serve all ages and all abilities
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POLICY

Since 2015 the City has converted roughly 500 on-street parking spaces
in order to create safer streets for people walking, biking and riding buses
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