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Crashes Reported on Somerville Streets, 2010-2017 
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Crash Trends by Mode 
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Serious Injuries by Mode 
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Crashes Involving People on Bikes in Somerville 
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Serious Injuries by Mode 
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Mobility is Changing Rapidly 
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35 survey locations around Somerville 
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Source: City-contracted traffic counts performed by licensed engineers  
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35 survey locations around Somerville 
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Source: City-contracted traffic counts performed by licensed engineers  
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Systems-based approach to Vision Zero  

Environmental 
Sustainability 

Economic 
Activity 

Social 
Equity 

Public Health 
& Safety 

13 



Systems-based approach to Vision Zero  

Environmental 
Sustainability 

Economic 
Activity 

Social 
Equity 

Public Health 
& Safety 

14 



Systems-based approach to Vision Zero 

Environmental 
Sustainability 

Economic 
Activity 

Social 
Equity 

Public Health 
& Safety 

15 



Systems-based approach to Vision Zero  
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Speed is the Difference 
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“20 is Plenty” – Why Speed Matters 
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We are Building Somerville’s First Speed Database 

Source: OSPCD / SomerStat Traffic Count database 
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Enforcement Engineering 
Safety Zones Traffic Calming 
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Source: Somerville Police Department crash report database 

Pedestrian Involved Crashes Require 
Intersection-based Intervention 
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Source: Somerville Police Department crash report database 

Bicycle Planning Requires Thinking 
About Corridors 
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Enforcement Toolkit has Changed Webster Avenue: 
July 2017 
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Evaluation: Have Speeds Changed in Safety Zones? 
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Large Vehicle Safety 
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Raised Intersection Curb Extensions 

Temporary Speed Hump Temporary Chicane 

Several Traffic Calming Tools in Use Today 
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Traffic Calming in Union Square  
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Parking Protected Bike Facility: New For Somerville 
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Parking Protected Bike Facility: New For Somerville 
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Low-stress routes are growing 
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Action Plan 
Coming 2018 
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Vision Zero 
 

Challenges to be considered moving forward: 
 
 

Results: Crashes will continue.  VZ commitments can create 
constituent frustration if the numbers and severity remain 
stubbornly high (San Francisco lesson) 

 
 

Proactive vs. reactive policy: Rapid response is a natural 
instinct following a terrible crash.  VZ commitments can help 
balance resource allocation between established priorities and 
emergency response needs (Boston lesson) 
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Q&A 
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