e,

1895 - 1913

@S)) Children 0][ Dominick Cullen & Mary Lyons
@%mte %[fen was born on the 12th August, 1895 at

Carrick, CBa[[m[ougﬁ and was listed in the 1901 Census qf Treland
as “Nannie” Cullen.

@

| At just 17 years of age, she emigrated to America and sailed
\ from Queenstown, the famous Cork harbour, on the immigrant
|| passenger ship S.S. Baltic on the 1st of May 1913.

The last 35 alays 0][ her /i][e

« @gr those immigmnts, [ike Annie, who travelled that c{ay, St
Colman's Cathedral was the last tﬁing tﬁey saw as tﬁey [eﬁ the harbour.

St Colman's dominates the Cobh hillside with its ',7*!"""”"' o Pah

ﬁuge bell tower, now toppec[ By a spire. Bells would § i < s AR *:.‘;‘; . ',‘__‘-‘:' w8

ring until the sﬁlp exited the harbour and in turn, s ]

the sﬁip would have sounded its horns. This was a

continuing symﬁo( of good’ [uck wishes for the

assage.
}? g The S.S. Baltic as it looked in 1913 |

For those she [eft behind, it must have been quite a
mow’ng exyem’ence, to witness the sﬁija gmcfua[@
moving away until it eventua[[y fadéd’ into the horizon. Ch’om’ca[[y Queenstown was the fina[
port of call for the i[f—fatecf [iner, Titanic, just one year earlier on her maiden voyage to the
same destination.

The S.S. Baltic was a very [arge sﬁtja, built Ey Harland & Wolff, CBegfast, Treland in 1903. She
was part of the famous White Star Line, and at the time, was the (argest sﬁiy in the world,
however a year later she was swjoassec[ in size.



e was capable of carrying 393 cabin-class, 339 tourist-class and 1150 third-class
@% }96( ying 39 bin-cle 9 tourist-cle d third-cle

_passengers. Annie Cullen was one (f those _passengers who was in third class, known also
as steerage accommodation.

SALQOEN, CABIN, AND STEERAGE ALIENS MUST BE COMPLETELY MANIFESTED.

LIST OR MANIFEST OF ALIEN PASSENGERS FOR THE UNITED

Required by the reguiations of.thie Spcretary of Commerce and Labor of the United S?es, under Act of Congress approved February 20, {907, to be delivered

y QCZLC sailing from @ g et e 1 2{‘7 c"u//; 2973

hY
THIS SHEET IS FOR STEERAGE PASSENGERS. I téé
- (L

STATES IMMIGRATION OFFICER AT PORT OF ARRIVAL.

to the United States Immigration Officer by the Commanding Officer of any vessei having such passengers on board upon arrival at a port In the United States.

Avriving at Povt of £\ Ceew Y & ‘ /o /d}z/zb;/ 19 />

The S.S. Baltic’s manifest (pictured above), with departure and arrival dates.

@%ﬁougﬁ Annie’s preferred’ fina[ destination was Boston, Massachusetts, the S.S. Baltic
would first take her to Ellis Island. This was, in 1 913, the port of debarkation for immigmnts
to the States, arriving in New York. Ellis Island is an island in New York’s ﬁay, a ﬁew miles
south (f Manhattan. By ﬁaving newcomers funne( tﬁrougﬁ there, isolation could be im}oosecf

on those (egaffy or mec[icaffy n question regan{ing immigmtion. It could also ﬁeﬁa Newcomers,
[ike Annie Cullen, to }ofcm their next stejos.
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Anmnie and fellow Ballinlough immigrants listed on the Shlp s mamfest (above).

But Eefore that, there would be 10 [ong afays aboard the sﬁi}o, and for some, the excitement (f
reacﬁing their new land would have made the journey seem even (onger. ‘Many of those
tmve[[ing would previous[y have considered it a Big treat to travel to Dublin or }aerﬁa}?s even
neigﬁﬁoum’ng counties in Treland. Now tﬁey were facing the [ongest joumey of their lives and
the rougﬁ waters and very average conditions in steerage accommodation would be notﬁing [ike

tﬁe COWLfO?’TS tﬁey ﬁacf at ﬁome.

Annie Cullen was listed as 17 years (f age with fair hair, blue eyes and 5° 6” tall. fMany
[ted about their age in those o{ays to gain _passage, but Annie’s age is correct. Her



fatﬁer was listed as Dominick Cu(ﬁm Carriclé Ba[ﬁnfougﬁ and it is also noted

that she was going to stay with a (},p ” Eu- ﬁ : L/_ Q
, , , 5 g HT T e
family member in America, [isting fj.:? :’\L{m&mm o rg” L }f'{ 54 ﬂ-’lf(’;i;{:;;

her aunt as ‘Margaret Conry, of 60 T ﬁ e m —=
Newbern Avenue, ‘Mec{orc[, ‘Mass. A By :r‘;' N S £
f (See rlght) C—{%/_ mﬂ} ______ W- —— =

Q\/lary Sheridan, also cf fBa[ﬁ’n[ougﬁ, was written di’rectfy above Annie on the sﬁtip’s mamfest
and was also noted as going to the same address in Medfor&[ - but in her case, ‘Margaret Conry
was listed as fMary’s COUSIN. (See above)

‘Margaret Conry was Annie’s mother’s sister - Margaret (nee Lyons) Conroy, who was four
years younger than her eldest sister, but 1 have not yet been able to work out the exact
re[ationsﬁtip between ‘Margaret and Mary Sheridan.

Li][e aboard the SS Baltic

e
C@/ n days would have been a long time in the crowded ship, but there is no doubt the Irish
girls would have been great travelling companions for each otﬁer esyecm[fy the fwe gtr(s from

Ba((m[ougﬁ The S.S. Baltic’s Third Class Dining
Salon in 1913 (pictured right)

‘.Mm’y Sheridan was 20 years of age, and a[tﬁougﬁ
three years older than Annie, that would have ™
made no difference on this journey. Her father was
listed as Martin Sheridan of Cashel, (Ba[fin(ougﬁ.

Bridie Deignan was another on the [ist and she was the same age as Annie. Terﬁajas these two

17-year-ofd3 had been at school togetﬁeﬂ Bridie’s fatﬁer was listed as Michael Deignan of

Cfooncmm CBale[ougﬁ C[ooncmm was located next to the townland of Carrick and her fmmfy
= - B ¢ Mmight have been very close neighbours of Annie’s

. mother, Mary Lyons, who (ived in Clooncrim Eefore

d she was married.

S.S. Baltic Third Class Lounge in 1913 (pictured left).

\ Wﬁl[@ tﬁere WOH,[C[ ﬁave 66611 a [01' OJ[COHCQT’H aﬁout
a young 17- year-o(dd’augﬁter emﬁarﬁing on SuCﬁ a

N & cfangerous ]oumey, Dominick Cullen and his wgfe

Mary, rmgﬁt have taﬁen some comfor‘t in Enowmg that she was tmve(ﬁng in the company

of nezgﬁﬁours, whom tﬁey were gooaf fmend’s with, and also that there were fwe grr(s in
total, who would sure[y look out for eachother.




It would be very un(ilée[y either of the gir(s would have had their }oarent’s fu[f

consent l’f tﬁey 6{16[ not ﬁcwe sucﬁ c[ose trave[[ing comyanions to accomyany tﬁem.

There was another 17 year old gir[ onboard, called Delia F (ynn, whose fatﬁer was Thomas
T[ynn of Currisloustia, near Ba[fin[ougﬁ and again })erﬁaps she and Bridie and Annie
attended school togetﬁer in Carrick.

The ﬁﬁﬁ gir[ was 20 year old Wlaggie Winston, whose fatﬁer was ?{g[rec[ Winston of Carrick,
CBa[[in(ougﬁ. So it is very [iﬁe[y these ﬁ’ve gir(s n yarticu[ar would have shared many songs
and stories on the [ong J’oumey across the Atlantic.

The syeffing of surnames and townlands on the Sﬁi}ﬁ’s [ist is inaccurate in many cases, as
would be ex]aectec[ but nevertheless it is easy to make out most names. Annie Cullen is listed
as ﬁa\/mg $25 in her }oossesswn at that time. Stmnge[y she also listed as a farmer while the

T other four girls are all
& i Bl ' [isted as servants. The
tmjo took 10 c[ays and
the S.S. Baltic arrived
at FEllis Island on the
: 10th of ?\/lay.

Ellis Island (pictured left) — The
sight that would have greeted
the excited immigrants on board
- the S.S. Baltic as she neared her
I final destination.

The Inspection Process

When Annie and her ﬁ’iencfs docked at Ellis Island tﬁey had numbered tags Joinnecf to their
clothes which indicated the sﬁyo s [ist page and line number on which their names a}a}oem’ecf

These numbers were later used Ey Immigration & ‘__
Inspectors to cross- reference immigrants about 4-*. F

—I"_-

their r igﬁt to land. The entrance to the main g g
building, pictured in 1913 =

The new arrivals forme(f a line, which stretched |5l
from the ‘Ellis Island dockside into the ‘Baggage '
Room of the main Euifc[ing, wincfing its way up to
the second f(oor where the immigrants were met Ey
a team of doctors and inspectors who would decide

their health. T1 ﬁey were required’ to undergo the (egaf and medical examinations reeluired’
for admission to enter the United States.




Three abreast, the immigmnts would have made their way up the Steep f(igﬁt
of stairs and into the Great Hall, or Registry Room. ?lftﬁougﬁ many did not know it,
the mspecmon process had a[reac[y Eegun Scanning the moving [ine for signs of illness,

: i as ER) ; Public Health Service doctors looked to see if anyone
pre- Ll bl : ‘ il | wheezed, cougﬁecf sﬁuﬁ[(eof or (tm}aecf as tﬁey climbed

g the St@éﬁ? ascent. The Great Hall in 1913 (pictured left).

A United States Public Health yﬁyncwm observed
"""-,' = tﬁem in what came to be known as the "six-second

B >3 { exam". He was D r '
. 5 . = [ooﬁmg for tell- |
tale szgns of a ﬁst cf diseases which were grouno{s for ‘
cfe}oormtwn or short-term detention at the island's

contagious disease ﬁospimf The Stairs as it was |

in 1913 (pictured right)
Q\fext, the newcomers lined up in front cf the "eye man,"
who used a button-hook imp&ament to turn eye-[icfs up, as he looked for trachoma and other
eye diseases, Trachoma, a ﬁigﬁfy contagious ailment, was, and still remains, grounc[s for
T q[ usal OJ[ entry' The Eye Examination (pictured below).

‘Most (f the immigmnts Joasseaf tﬁrougﬁ the [ine easi[_y,
! a but the pﬁysicicms y[aced chalk marks on others, a

g sign that tﬁey should report  to the medical

@l examination rooms for furtﬁer scrutiny. An ‘E for eye
problems, a H for heart, L for lameness, SC for scalp,
X for mental disease, and so on. Those with incurable
or cﬁ’saﬁﬁ’ng ailments, however, were excluded and
returned to their port (f cﬁayarture at the expense of
the steamsﬁi}? [ine on which tﬁey arrived.

At the far end of the Registry ﬂ-[aﬂ: the ﬁaga[ insyectors ,
stood behind tall desks, assisted Ey inteqareters ffuent in §
major languages and any number of obscure dialects.
‘A[tﬁougﬁ the intewogation that immigmnts were to &
face lasted on[y a matter (yf minutes, it took an average §

Of ﬁ’ve HOUTS to JOdSS tﬁ?’OHgﬁ tﬁe ingpection JOTOC@SS at
ffﬁs ']S[(M’ld’ {T)WO tﬁousand or more aﬁens ofa[[ ages , ﬁ
COH[C[ 66 cmmmecf into l'ﬁ’LS gT’ eat room at one time.

Once examined, immigrants waited for their friena[s or famify, ﬁoping that tﬁe would
not be separated. Needless to say, Annie Cullen and her friends were re- umtecf




First Name: Annie

Last Name: Cullen

Ethnicity: British Irish

Last Place of Residence: Ballinlough, Ireland
Date of Arrival: May 10, 1913

Age at Arrival: 17

Gender: F

Marital Status: S

Ship of Travel: S.S. Baltic
Port of Departure Queenstown
Manifest Line Number: 0010

Anmnie Cullen’s Passenger Record (pictured above).

Once processed, the girls headed for the pier and would have taken a ferry to Manhattan and
from there, most likely a subway up-town to a major train station. It would have been here
Annie would have seen the last qf some of her fm’enofs.

A New Beginning - A Tragic Encling

Bridie Deignan had reached her fina[ destination at
this Jooim‘ and would have been met Ey her New York B
relatives. Delia ‘,F[ynn would also go n a separate |

direction and said her goocf—ﬁyes to the others and
boarded a train for Tﬁifacﬁagoﬁia. y

Waiting for the Ferry (right) =

“Annie, ‘Mary Sheridan and ‘Maggie Winston would
then have taken a train to Boston, a distance cf 231 . B
miles from New York, a journey qf fwe or six hours in those c(ays Once there, tﬁey wou[cf
again be forced to part company as Maggie’s relatives [ived in the town of Lynn, just north of
Boston. Annie and ‘Mm’y would have taken a train to ‘Mecﬁ(orcf Station, a short walk from
their new home in a new country.

Annie’s mother, Mary (nee Lyons), was the eldest cf six children and Annie’s aunt, ‘Margaret
Com’y, whom both gir(s went to stay with, was the fom’tﬁ child in that famify, fom’ years
younger than her sister Mary. She had emigrated to Boston before the turn of the century.

The 1910 US Census lists Martin F. Conry and his w@fe ‘Margaret, ﬁving at 567
Saratoga Street, Fast Boston with three young children. The 1920 US Census




however [ists the same famify at 60 Newbern Avenue, Mecfforcf S0 tﬁey had
oﬁw’ous(y moved there some time between 1910 and Annie’s arrival in 1913.

Margaret was listed in the Census as Being Trish born with Irish _parents and her husband,
Martin was ‘Massachusetts born, also with Irish _parents. Tn 1910 tﬁey were listed as ﬁaw’ng
three children and in 1920 tﬁey had fom’, the youngest, a gir( named josgpﬁine, aged’ eigﬁt at
the time. This furtﬁer confirms that Annie’s neice was, accm’cfing to the newspaper articles at
the time, just two years old in 1913. Margaret Com’y’s age in 1920 is given as 48 years, which
also coincides with her date of birth and indeed proves that she was the sister of ‘Mary Lyons
and suﬁsequentfy Annie Cullen’s aunt.

In the same newspaper report, Annie is said to have made several frienc[s in her short time in
Boston and had spent a lot (f her time visiting. One such fm’end’ [ived in Ball Square,
Somerville - jaerﬁa}as another gir[ she met on the sﬁtjo.

It was Annie’s habit to take her little cousin, joseyﬁine, out with her when she went on her
visits and on June 4th 1913 she and jose}oﬁine were returning home from Ball Square.
josejaﬁine, at two years cf age, was unable to walk [ong distances, but liked to toddle a(ong after
Annie. Whenever she tired, or Annie wished to ﬁurry, she would have to carry the child.

It had been just over two hours since tﬁey ﬁzﬁ home, and aﬁer their visit, started on their
return joumey. Annie had to cross the mi[way track at North Somerville Station to get to
where her aunt lived just 200 yara{s Beyona[.

It was a quiet time (f c[ay with very ﬁaw yeo}a[e at the train station and [ittle josegaﬁine was
in her arms as she waited on the Jo[a’gform for an in-bound freigﬁt train to pass. Once out qf
sigﬁt, she }oroceedéaf to cross the tracks, but the train’s smoke still [ay under a nearﬁy Erid’ge
and had obscured another on-coming train on the other track.

At this stage, Annie and the [ittle gir[, were in the centre qf the second line of track with the
black locomotive ﬁeam’ng down upon them. Annie screamed as she saw it and in a syﬁ’t second,

threw the [ittle gir[ onto the wooden Ja[atform facing her.

Little josqaﬁine rolled over and cried on the Jafatform ﬁofcfing a sore [efr [eg, but the mang(ecf
Body of Annie [ay some 50 feet Beyondf Annie was struck Ey the ﬁuge engine and knocked 30
feet ahead. Her Bocfy landed on the track, and aﬁ“ﬁougﬁ the engineer was putting all the
emergency brakes down hard, it was still 30 feet more Eefm’e the ﬁuge engine came to a fuff

Stqp.

The train caugﬁt the Eoc{y of the gir( again and had cfmggeo{ it the intervening distance. The

Bod'y fay against a teﬁzgmjaﬁ Joo[e By the side (f the tracks. Annie Cullen had sustained
a fmcture qf the scull and [eft feg and died in a few minutes.



At 3.09 p.m. on the 4th June 1913, Annie Cullen’s short visit to America had
ended, just 10 weeks short of her 18th Eirtﬁc[ay. Medical Examiner, Dr. Durnell qf
Somerville, viewed the Eoc{y and she was removed Ey an undertaker around 3.45 pm.

The same d'ay, a Bill was introduced in the United States Senate, Jam}oosing to restrict
immigmm’on. That bill migﬁt have excluded this eigﬁteen year old gir[ from this CoUntry.

A newspaper editorial, the next c{ay, wrote: “How many (y( our ninety million }oeoy[e could
SUrpass her in noﬁi[ity? She stood on a railroad track in front cf an oncoming express train.
She had time on[y to choose between ﬁerseg[ and the little child. She chose the child and threw
it to sqfety on the station ja[atform. Qf that gir[ could have lived, would this country not have
been richer for her Joresence?

No genem[ test, whether (y( ﬁtemcy or of the _possession (f wor[cffy good’s, can ascertain the
aﬁesiraﬁiﬁty (f an immigmnt le tﬁey have character and health and the ca}oacity to be
assimilated Ey our ]oeoy[e without deterioration, tﬁey are desirable immigmnts, T ﬁey
Em’ng to us an amp(e surjofus qf ca}oita[ when tﬁey Em’ng us character, goocf health, energy and

ambition.

Whether Annie Cullen could read or write is not rejoortecf. But no books could ever give her the
character and noble unseﬁisﬁness which made her forger ﬁerseg and yet Jaermittec[ her to

retain 661’ selfpossessian andseggcontrofwﬁik sﬁe saved’tﬁe Cﬁl[d’

No one knows what Annie Cullen migﬁt have done for this country 1f it had been given her to
[ive.

Girls like Annie Cullen have been the mothers cj" great men. In the ajojoroacﬁing emancipation
cf women, perﬁajos this gir( migﬁt have been a Joan cf Arc to the Jaecyo(e cf this country in some
social or Joo[itica[ Crisis cf the years to come”.

(See full account of newspaper articles on next two pages).

Annie Cullen’s funem[ service was held on Saturcfay, the 7th June 1913 at St. Clement’s
Church, South ‘Medfora[ and she was buried at St. Paul’s Cemetery, %rﬁngton, which was part
of the Catholic Cemetery Association of ‘Boston.
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ONE CENT

GIRL GIVES UP HER LIFE FOR BABY

Annie Cullen, 18 years old, crossing tracks at Somerville as express
roared down, tosses child to safety and dies beneath engine.

Had been in this country for but two weeks

Came from Ireland to seek fortune here

Threw baby to one side
just in time

ANNIE CULLEN, 18 years of age,
who came to this country from Ireland
two weeks ago, was killed by an
express train at the North Somerville
Station yesterday afternoon, after she
had thrown to safety her baby cousin,
whom she held in her arms when she
saw her peril.

An instant later the baby rolled
crying on the station platform and the
mangled form of the brave girl lay 50
feet beyond.

Sees train too late

A freight train had just passed the
North Somerville Station. On the
Somervillle side, Annie Cullen was
waiting to get to the home of her aunt,
200 yards beyond the intervening
tracks.

As soon as the long freight had
passed, inward bound and on the side
which the girl stood, she started to
cross the tracks. She had reached the
centre of the second track and R. F.
Sutton, the Station Telegrapher, said to
Station Agent King: “My God, man
look at the girl on the track”.

A bridge abuts the station and the
moving freight had obscured the out-
bound track. The train’s smoke still lay
under the bridge and must have hidden
the on-coming engine. When in the
very middle of the out-bound track, the
train, an express, was directly upon
her.

A few feet only lay between the great
black locomotive and the girl, but in
the instant she hurled the child from
her. Almost in the same breath she was
struck.

The accident occurred at 3.09 in the
afternoon. The train which struck the
girl was an express from Boston to
Lowell. Miss Cullen was returning
home from a visit to friends in Ball
Square, Somerville.

Returning From Visit

Since her arrival in this country she
had been living with her aunt, Mrs
Martin Conry, of 60 Newbern Avenue,
South Medford. In the two weeks of
her time in this country she had made
several friends. It was her habit to take
her little cousin, Josephine, out with
her when she went on her visits.

Yesterday afternoon she carried the
child with her. The little girl, but 2
years of age, is just able to walk. For a
time she toddled along, but when
Annie wished to hurry she would have
to carry the child.

She had left the Conry house at 1
o’clock in the afternoon. She reached
the home of her friends, and after a
short wvisit, started on her return
journey.

From Broadway, Somerville the walk
down to North Somerville Station is
down a somewhat steep path. The
station is one of the old-fashioned kind
built of wood and stands directly north
of the bridge spanning Broadway.

Years ago it was known as the Willow
Bridge Station.

The bridge, from the unshielded
platform is only a distance of some 18
feet. There is seldom much traffic at
the station during the day so it
happened there were no persons there
to warn the girl, a stranger, of the peril
which lay in crossing the station tracks
without first seeing what was coming.

The peril is doubled by the presence
of the bridge which shade the
approaching trains, especially after a
train has just passed and the smoke
from it hangs beneath the structure of
the bridge.

Thus it was yesterday, and into this
trap the unsuspecting girl walked to
her death.

Dragged to her death

Annie Cullen was struck and
knocked 30 feet by the engine. Her
body landed on the track, and although
the engineer was putting all the
emergency brakes down hard, it was
still 30 feet more before the huge
engine came to a full stop.

It had caught the body of the girl
again and had dragged it the
intervening distance. The body lay
against a telegraph pole by the side of
the tracks.

The engineer, conductor and many
passengers, alarmed by the sudden
halting of the express left the train.
They grouped forward where the body
lay, they had heard the story of the girl,
but before they got to her she had died.
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DOOMED GIRL SAVES CHILD

HURLS IT ACROSS PATH OF RUSHING TRAIN

Miss Annie Cullen Killed At North Somerville

Two-Year-Old Josephine Conway Slightly Injured

MEDFORD, June 4 — Miss Annie
Cullen, aged 18 years, was struck and
almost instantly killed by the outward-
bound express on the Southern
Division of the Boston & Maine at
3.09 o’clock this afternoon while
crossing over the tracks at the North
Somerville Station.

Little Josephine Conway, aged 2
years, youngest child of Mr and Mrs
Martin F. Conroy of 60 Newbern
Avenue, South Medford, with whom
Miss Cullen was staying, was thrown
by the Cullen woman from her arms
when she saw the express train bearing
down upon her.

The child landed safely on the
wooden platform on the east side of the
track, sustaining a slight wrench of the
left leg. Miss Cullen was out with the
child for a walk and was on her way to
the residence of her aunt on Newbern
Avenue.

She waited while an in-bound freight
train went past the station at North
Somerville and stepped on the tracks
behind the freight carriages from the
West Platform on the Somerville side.

Apparently she did not hear or see
the approaching express. When the
engine was almost past the station the
woman saw it, and with a cry, threw
the child from her arms across the path
of the flyer to the opposite platform.

The engine struck Miss Cullen and
tossed her a considerable distance. She
sustained a fracture of the skull and left
leg and died in a few minutes.

The little girl was picked up by

women living nearly while the Station
Agent ran to the spot where the body of
Miss Cullen landed.

Medical Examiner, Dr. Durnell of
Somerville, viewed the body and it was
removed by an undertaker around 3.45
o’clock.

This particular crossing is regarded
as very dangerous. Several fatal
accidents have happened there in the
past few years.

A movement was started some time
ago by the Medford and Somerville
City Governments to have a subway
built beneath the tracks of the railroad
at this point on Boston Avenue, so that
the tracks and station are partly in the
cities of Medford and Somerville.

Miss Cullen was a native of County
Roscommon, Ireland and came to this
country about four weeks ago to her
aunt’s residence at 60 Newbern
Avenue.

She has a father and mother, several
sisters and brothers in Ireland.

The funeral services will probably be
held on Saturday morning at St.
Clement’s Church, South Medford.
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