


GLX SERVICE SCHEDULED TO OPEN IN 2021



WHY DOES THE BRIDGE NEED TO CLOSE?
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MBTA Local Bus Route Diversions for GLXC Bridge Closures

Proposed—for discussion only

Broadway Bridge carries Route 80 (Arlington Center – Lechmere) and two variations 

of Route 89, Clarendon Hill – Sullivan or Davis Busway – Sullivan

General goals for diversions:

• Operate safely through the communities we serve

• Minimize length of diversion to preserve customers travel times, service frequency

• Minimize omitted stops to reduce impacted ridership

• Some customers may use alternate bus routes with less overall frequency due 

to diversion

• Other customers may walk to alternate stops

• Solidify plans in advance so that automated systems (automated stop 

announcements, trip planners, next bus predictions, customer apps, dispatching 

tools) function during the detour

Route 80 & 89 Diversions for Broadway Bridge Closure
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MBTA Local Bus Route Diversions for GLXC Bridge Closures

Proposed—for discussion only

Route 80: Arlington Center-Lechmere 

Proposed Diversion via College Ave., George St., Main St., and Medford St. 
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MBTA Local Bus Route Diversions for GLXC Bridge Closures

Proposed—for discussion only

Route 89: Clarendon Hill - Sullivan variant

Proposed Diversion via Holland Ave., Davis, Highland Ave., and Cedar St. 

Davis

Affected 

stops

Bridge 

closure
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Route 89.0 
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Winchester St. 

pedestrian detour
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MBTA Local Bus Route Diversions for GLXC Bridge Closures

Proposed—for discussion only

Route 89: Davis Busway-Sullivan variant

Proposed Diversion via Highland Ave. and Cedar St.
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MBTA Local Bus Route Diversions for GLXC Bridge Closures

Proposed—for discussion only

Route 89 Better Bus Project Ideas: Clarendon/Davis

• Route 89 trips to Davis were started in 2005; 

previously all service operated to Clarendon Hill.

• The Davis connection has proven successful and is 

a critical connection from Broadway and Winter Hill 

to the Red Line.  

• Independent of the Broadway Bridge work, the 

Better Bus Project is looking to simplify routes, 

increase legibility, improve service quality, grow 

ridership and match service provision to demand.
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MBTA Local Bus Route Diversions for GLXC Bridge Closures

Proposed—for discussion only

• One concept under discussion: divert all off-peak 

service to Davis instead of Clarendon Hill.  

• Clarendon Hill customers can use Routes 87 & 88 

to access Davis Square for Route 89.  

• Broadway customers between Teele Sq. and 

Powderhouse can walk to Holland St for Route 87 & 

88, or to Davis or Broadway to access Route 89

• Peak period service to Clarendon Hill would remain 

when Routes 87 & 88 at Teele Sq. are crowded.

Route 89 Better Bus Project Ideas: Clarendon/Davis

Weekday 

peak 

periods only

Off-peak 

weekday & 

weekends



PEDESTRIAN & BICYCLE ACCESS



SHUTTLE SERVICE CONCEPT



BUS DIVERSIONS, IMPACTS,  STRATEGIES



BUS LANE PROPOSAL FOR WINTER HILL 

EXAMPLE FROM EVERETT, MA



AUTOMOBILE DETOUR & STRATEGIES





ADDING GREEN LIGHTS IN DAVIS SQUARE



ORGANIZING GREEN LIGHTS ON DETOUR



POWDER HOUSE ROTARY -> “ROUNDABOUT”



NEIGHBORHOOD CUT-THROUGH TRAFFIC



COLLECTING DATA ON MOBILITY & SAFETY



C E D A R S T R E E T
8 , 0 0 0  D a i l y  C a r s

28 mph typical

B R O A D W A Y
1 3 , 0 0 0  D a i l y  C a r s

29 mph typical

M O R R I S O N A V .
2 , 7 0 0  D a i l y  C a r s

31 mph (WB) / 23 (EB) typical

W A R N E R  S T .
1 2 , 0 0 0  D a i l y  C a r s

27 mph typical

C O L L E G E  A V .
1 2 , 0 0 0  D a i l y  C a r s

28 mph typical

H I G H L A N D  R D .
1 , 2 0 0  D a i l y  C a r s

26 mph typical

C E D A R S T R E E T
8 , 0 0 0  D a i l y  C a r s

26 mph typical

C O L L E G E  A V .
1 2 , 0 0 0  D a i l y  C a r s

30 mph (SB) / 29 (NB) typical

K I D D E R  A V .
2 , 2 0 0  D a i l y  C a r s

27mph (WB) / 26 (EB) typical

M O R R I S O N A V .
1 , 6 0 0 * D a i l y C a r s

29 mph (WB) / 28 (EB) typical

TRAFFIC VOLUME / SPEED DATA: 2017 -2018



POLICE DATA: ALL CRASHES,  2013-2017



POLICE DATA: INJURY CRASHES,  2013 -2017



POLICE DATA: PEDESTRIAN CRASHES, 2013-2017



POLICE DATA: BICYCLE CRASHES,  2013 -2017



TRAFFIC-CALMING MEASURES



TRAFFIC  SAFETY:  HIGH -VISIBIL ITY CROSSWALKS

CROSS STREET, EAST SOMERVILLE



PEARSON @ BROADWAY BRISTOL / WILLOW @ BROADWAY

TRAFFIC  SAFETY:  INTERSECTION “ NECK-DOWNS ”

Historic example Proposed



TRAFFIC CALMING: GATEWAY “DIVERTERS”

CEDAR @ MORRISON HIGHLAND RD. @ BOSTON AVE.

Concrete version (existing) Painted version (proposed)



BUSINESS ENGAGEMENT & SUPPORT



70 BUSINESSES TO ENGAGE & SUPPORT



BALL SQUARE MERCHANTS ASSOCIATION



PROMOTION & TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

SAVE THE DATE: SUN. 9/30 - Find "A Ball for Squares" on Facebook to get updates



FOOT TRAFFIC: “POP-UP” OPEN SPACE

DAVIS SQUARE, 2016



• Greenlineextension.org (sign up for alerts here)

• 24/7 hotline: 1-855-GLX-INFO (459-46360

• Email @ info@glxinfo.com

• Somervillema.gov/glx (sign up for alerts here)

• construction@somervillema.gov

• 3-1-1 (or 617-666-3311)

• Facebook: SomervilleCity

• Twitter: @Somervillecity

City of Somerville

Economic Development

• Email list for business-specific resources: bit.do/bizconstructionsomerville

• General Economic development email list: http://bit.do/somerbiz

• Business-specific questions? Nick Schonberger, Nschonberger@somervillema.gov or 617-625-6600 

ext. 2537

GLX Community

Working Group

• Ball Square Neighborhood representative is Jennifer Dorsen, Jdorsen@gmail.com

• Magoun Square Neighborhood representative is Ryan Dunn, ryp.dunn@gmail.com

• At-Large representative is Michaela Bogosh, michaela.bogosh@gmail.com

CONTACTS LIST
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